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essential motor activity), visual motor coordination, and orienting responses (attention, concentration, and anticipation). Dean has assembled an eclectic approach to interpretation that subsumes many of the categories from other interpretive systems while adding some additional and interesting groupings. One category, General Ability, includes numerous tasks, while the others are groupings such as Abstract Thought (Similarities, Block Design, Matrix Reasoning), Remote Memory (Information, Picture Completion), and Social Comprehension (Comprehension, Picture Arrangement). Finally, Guilford s three-dimensional model of intelligence (operations or processes, contents, and products) offers novel ways of categorizing WAIS-III subtests that sometimes hold the key for competent profile analysis. In the subtest-by-subtest analysis of each of the 14 WAIS-III tasks, the cognitive components and behavioral influences affecting test performance are derived primarily from the various systems just described. In addition, the following analyses are conducted systematically for the 14 subtests: (1) Aging, based on mean scaled scores earned by different adult age groups, controlled for differences in educational attainment at ages 20 89; (2) Clinical, with inferences derived primarily from leading authorities on the clinical assessment of intelligence; (3) Neuropsychological, based on leading authorities on neuropsychological assessment; and (4) Empirical, involving traditional considerations (e.g., reliability), plus the partitioning of each subtest s variance into the portions accounted for by each of the three factors, the portion that is separate from the major factors, and the portion that is due to errors.
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		This chapter begins by touching on recent criticisms of our approach to profile interpretation and then continues with a discussion of a stepby-step approach to interpreting the WAIS-III profile. Here we will provide a description of the first seven of nine steps of interpretation. In these steps we will lead you through an examination of the most global score (Step 1), to examination of the IQs (Steps 2 to 4) and then the factor indexes (Steps 5 to 7). The final two steps, which deal with determining the strengths and weakness in the profile (Step 8) and how to generate specific hypotheses from the statistically significant subtest strengths and weaknesses (Step 9), are discussed in  12. To aid in interpreting the global dimensions of the WAIS-III, we refer readers to the empirical research presented in  9 on characteristic profile patterns associated with learning disabilities (e.g., the ACID grouping), Alzheimer stype dementia (Fuld profile), psychiatric disorders, multiple sclerosis, mental retardation, and giftedness. 412
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		Before we present our approach to individual profile interpretation, we thought it important to address some of the criticism that has arisen from the approach we advocate (Kaufman, 1990, 1994a; Kaufman & Lichtenberger, 1999; Lichtenberger, Broadbooks, & Kaufman, 2000). Kaufman (1994a) summarizes some of the critic s reviews of profile interpretation as well as IQ tests in general. In a review of our recent brief treatment of the WAIS-III (Kaufman & Lichtenberger, 1999) that presents the same interpretive approach that we do in this chapter, Flanagan and Alfonso (2000) stated that,  Although only positive comments can be made about the contribution of Kaufman s psychometric profile analysis approach to the advancement of Wechsler test interpretation, the field of cognitive assessment appears to be gradually moving beyond this method and encouraging the application of current empirically
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supported theories in the interpretation process  (p 529) They go on to say  Although Kaufman and Lichtenberger offer several theoretical categorizations of WAIS-III subtests, they are not based on confirmatory factor analyses or other empirical validation methods within a given paradigm  (p 530) Flanagan and Alfonso conclude,  Notwithstanding the authors  cautionary statements regarding certain aspects of their interpretive approach, the [book s] major limitation may well prove to revolve around the fact that wellvalidated and contemporary theories of the structure of intelligence were not applied more vigorously in their interpretation guidelines  (p 531) Their overall criticisms stem from the belief that the Kaufman approach to profile analyses is antiquated because it does not revolve around the very recent and strongly validated Cattell-HornCarroll (CHC) theory.
The CHC theory does have much empirical support from factor-analytic studies (McGrew & Flanagan, 1998; see also  14) and is a useful framework for interpreting intelligence tests Thus, Flanagan and Alfonso s comments made us stop and review again the approach we advocate Is it truly antiquated and of little or no use to clinicians  Would we be doing a disservice to psychologists and students by presenting such an approach  After pondering and discussing the contributions of the individual profile analysis, we concluded that the Kaufman-Lichtenberger method of Wechsler test interpretation is sound and defensible One of the strongest arguments waged against our approach was that it does not have enough psychometric support in terms of factoranalytic data All of the support from Flanagan and McGrew s cross-battery approach comes from group data.
Although these factor-analytic data do provide empirical support for their approach, the approach we advocate examines each individual, not the performance of a group The approaches that we present in our individual profile interpretation have either theoretical or clinical backing We are looking for unique approaches to address individual profiles The validity that comes from group data may never be.
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